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Historic old town of Hüfingen

Zähringer town of Bräunlingen
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Source of history

STYLISH AND
TIMELESS

Residential town of Donaueschingen
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Three towns
brimming with history
The three towns of the Danube source
region – Donaueschingen, Hüfingen and
Bräunlingen – are situated so close together
that their buildings are gradually merging.
They remain entirely independent from one
another politically nonetheless, and have
experienced very different development over
the years: Donaueschingen as the former
county seat and princely residence, Hüfingen
as the old district seat with Roman roots, and
Bräunlingen as a former Hapsburg enclave.

Donaueschingen
The town not only owes its significance to the
Fürstenberg dynasty, which moved its seat of
power here in 1723. The Imperial Abbey of
Reichenau also brought distinction to the
town during medieval times. The town owes
much to these aspects, as well of course to its
location at the source of the river Danube,
but also to some distinguished royal visitors:
Tiberius (15 BC), Charles III (888), Henry IV
(1061), Maximilian I (1499), William II (on
numerous occasions between 1900 and 1914).
Donaueschingen grew into a sizeable Fürstenberg princely seat and later the district seat of
the Grand Duchy of Baden. The town gained
its present-day appearance during its reconstruction following a devastating fire in 1908.
Today, visitors’ gaze will be drawn to the different architectural styles from these epochs:
unique Renaissance structures, magnificent
baroque and classicist residences, and colourful art nouveau buildings in the town centre.

Hüfingen
Roman roads already criss-crossed the Danube
source region back in ancient times.
The Imperium Romanum ensured civil progress
in modern-day Hüfingen, with fortifications,
a grange and a comfortable spa centre. The
ruins of the Roman baths have been preserved
and now house the local museum. A settlement protected by walls already offered the
citizens of Hüfingen protection back in the
thirteenth century. The Fürstenbergs assumed
ownership of the town in 1620, and made it
their administrative seat. With their tributes,
the surrounding villages provided for a wellfunctioning regional hub where the charming
lifestyle is still tangible in the historic town
and its sights today. The Biedermeier period
saw the formation of a bustling art community.
The local museum of art and history (Stadtmuseum für Kunst und Geschichte) is devoted
to just this subject.

Bräunlingen
The Zähringer noble family developed this
locality into a town whose fortunes were
commanded by the Hapsburgs from 1305.
The Fürstenberg dynasty consolidated its
power around the town. Besides a great deal
of adversity, this insularity also brought the
town a certain degree of prosperity, the traces
of which can still be discerned in the archi-

tecture of individual houses to this day. The
Imperial Monastery of Reichenau established
the first parish in Bräunlingen in 799 whose
catchment area extended far beyond
Donaueschingen and Hüfingen. Today’s town
was once the site of the monastery grange,
the Kelnhof, which now houses a museum
of the same name featuring remarkable
testimonies to the town’s history. In 1651,
members of the Tyrolean “Gumpp” dynasty
came to Bräunlingen. Their male representatives were mostly builders, and thus helped
shape Bräunlingen’s townscape, as they did
their home town of Innsbruck.

Tips
Guided city and discovery tours
Fürstenberg Collections:
www.fuerstenberg-kultur.de
Biedermann Museum:
www.museum-biedermann.de
Roman bath ruins
Local museum (Stadtmuseum
für Kunst und Geschichte)
School museum
Kelnhof Museum:
www.kelnhofmuseum.de
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Source of relaxation

RICH IN NATURE
AND EXPERIENCES

Black Forest

Baar

Water landscapes

Gauchach and
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Source of the Danube

Bird paradise
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Space for outdoor adventures

The Danube source region impresses with
unique natural scenery that invites visitors to
both relax and be active. Located on the Baar
plateau and the foothills of the Black Forest,
guests are offered a magnificent panorama
with impressive views that reach from the
Black Forest to the Alps. Characterised by an
abundance of water and the source of the
river Danube, floodplains and their lush green
meadows alternate with wooded hills, the
romantic Gauchach and Wutach gorge, and
idyllic lakes. At its very centre is the second
longest river in Europe, the Danube, which
begins its lengthy journey here. The scenery
offers the ideal conditions for cycling and
hiking, as well as for the active exploration of
countless natural wonders and monuments.

Source of the Danube
The source of the Danube in Donaueschingen
is a fascinating place, which is shrouded in
myths and legends. The crystal-clear water
bubbles up almost unnoticed from the artfully
framed source. Only upon closer inspection
will observers spot the steady stream of
bubbles rising from the turquoise source
waters. Allow yourself to be enchanted!

Nature and themed trails

Geology

A variety of nature trails, including the orchid
trail and medicinal herbs trail in Hüfingen
and the hedgerow trail in Bräunlingen, invite
you to explore the features of the landscape
and its plant life during informative circular
tours. Immerse yourself in the history of the
forest and learn everything there is to know in
the Bräunlingen forest museum (Bräunlinger
Waldmuseum).

From a geological perspective, the Danube
source region is one of the most diverse
regions in Germany. A variety of rock types
can be found here, at the juncture between
the Black Forest and the Swabian Jura. The
varied landscape is living proof of this. Those
interested in learning more should be sure to
visit the geological garden in Donaueschingen
and the geological formations on the outskirts
of Hüfingen.

Princely Fürstenberg Park
(Schlosspark)
The sprawling parklands surrounding the
Princely Fürstenberg Palace in Donaueschingen are perfect for a stroll. Designed in the
French and English styles in 1820, the parklands impress with ancient trees, tranquil
ponds, gurgling streams and countless
historic monuments.

Bird paradise
The Danube confluence
Officially, the Danube actually only begins
at the confluence of the river Danube on the
outskirts of Donaueschingen. The Brigach and
Breg rivers originating in the Black Forest flow
into the Danube at this romantic little spot.

Several nature reserves and bird sanctuaries
in the region provide important habitats for
incredibly diverse species of birds. Whether
elegant white storks, grey herons, or red and
black kites swooping on their prey, a trip into
the natural surrounds is a unique experience.

Watershed
The main European watershed of the Rhine
and Danube cuts north-east through BadenWürttemberg. This boundary between two
neighbouring river basins runs through the
southern part of the Danube source region at
Döggingen and Mundelfingen.
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Danube source region cycle network

Danube bike trail
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Source of movement

MOBILE AND
BOUNDLESS

Black Forest and Swabian Jura cycling paradise
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Cycle to the horizon

Whether leisure cyclists, a convivial family
group or ambitious athletes, all cyclists will
discover the ideal terrain in the Danube source
region. The region offers the perfect cycling
tour for all ability levels. Several cycle routes
and many smaller, well-signposted routes
pass through the scenic area surrounding
Donaueschingen, Hüfingen and Bräunlingen.
Nature and cultural experiences in addition to
rest stops complete the cycle offerings.

Danube source region
cycle network
The comprehensive, approximately 190 km
network of cycle paths in the Danube source
region will make the heart of every cyclist skip
a beat. The scenic farmland at the southern
edge of the Black Forest is best explored
on the well-signposted and varied circular
cycling routes of varying degrees of difficulty.
The tours lead across the floodplains of the
Danube, Brigach and Breg rivers and meander
through forests and the undulating scenery
with the idyllically nestled districts of Donaueschingen, Hüfingen and Bräunlingen. Treat
yourself to a break: stunning views, interesting cultural monuments and cosy inns invite
visitors to stop off for a rest along the way.
How about combining cycling with hiking?
The Gauchach loop with its bike and hike
options offers the perfect route.

Long-distance cycle routes

E-bike hire

If you’re looking to travel longer distances, let
the Danube source region be your starting
point. The most famous of the long-distance
cycle routes, the international Danube bike
trail, begins in Donaueschingen and leads
along the second longest river in Europe. The
first 200 kilometres of the Danube from the
source to Ulm are suitable for all ages, and are
often referred to as the most beautiful and
diverse section of the Danube. Memorable
highlights can be marvelled at along the
young Danube, including the source of the
Danube, the Danube sinkhole and the Danube
gap. Further cycle routes, such as the Heidelberg– Black Forest–Lake Constance route and
the Black Forest Panorama route criss-cross
the Danube source region and also guarantee
an exciting, eventful and thoroughly
enjoyable cycling experience.

Do you seek a little assistance with your
cycling and want to explore the region
entirely carefree? Several e-bike hire and
charging stations are available in the
towns of Donaueschingen, Hüfingen and
Bräunlingen.

Tips
Tour tips and
tour planner:
An app for the Danube source
region with details of all tours is
available in the app store
Black Forest and Swabian Jura
cycling paradise:
www.rad-paradies.de
Black Forest panoramic cycle route:
www.schwarzwald-panoramaradweg.info
The German Danube:
www.deutsche-donau.de
Cycling packages for “In the valley
of the young Danube”:
www.velotours.de
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Gorge hikes

Circular hikes
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Source of encounters

ADVENTUROUS AND
FULL OF PERSPECTIVES

Walking tours

Themed trails
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Hiking – the journey is the goal

The scenery, people and offerings of the
Danube source region are original, full of
contrasts and relaxing. Whether enjoying the
fantastic views, hiking through deep gorges,
or exploring the floodplains with their lush
green meadows, countless highlights await!
Following an eventful day of hiking, why not
take advantage of the region’s spa waters in
one of the swimming lakes, outdoor pools or
“aquari” family leisure centre with sauna.

Outdoor adventures
for active visitors
In the warmer months, hikers and Nordic
walkers are able to enjoy far-reaching views
over the Baar landscape to the Alps.
Particularly inviting are the hiking trails at
Fürstenberg, Schellenberg and the Panorama
Trail in the Donaueschingen district of
Pfohren. Trails along the young Danube,
around Kirnbergsee lake and in the lush green
forests in Hubertshofen and Mistelbrunn also
offer unique hiking experiences. In winter,
cross-country skiers and snowshoers will find
all they could wish for here. The Danube
source region offers a variety of well-marked
hiking trails and rest stops specifically so hikers
can combine scenery and pleasure.

Wutach and Gauchach gorge
With its stunning primeval landscape, mystical
spots, cascading waterfalls, rugged valleys
and adventurous wild rivers, it is not without

reason that the Wutach and Gauchach gorge
is also known as the largest canyon in
Germany. The gorge offers an unforgettable
hiking experience for hikers both young and
old. Hikers will enjoy the ideal start to their
journey through the romantic Gauchach
gorge from the districts of Döggingen and
Mundelfingen, which also forms the entrance
to the 118 km gorge trail. Certified hiking
trails of varying lengths offer additional
opportunities for circular hikes. During the
hiking season from May to October, hiking
buses run to the hike starting points at the
weekends. With its steep slopes, narrow
ridges and varying height levels, the gorge
also provides a challenge for more experienced
hikers. However, families and recreational
hikers are also able to enjoy the safe hiking
trails and beautiful rest stops along the
Gauchach and Wutach gorge.

Transport
Buses and trains ensure visitors are able to
reach the hiking area without a car, and with
the KONUS Guest Card for the three towns in
the Danube source region, the transport is
even free.

Themed trails
A wide selection of popular themed trails
awaits those seeking contemplation and
tranquillity during their hike, looking to
experience culture or to quench their thirst
for knowledge – from the Way of St. James to
the medicinal and herbal trails, the hedgerow
trail, the orchid trail and the historic Fürstenberg trail.

Tips
Tour tips:
www.rad-und-wanderparadies.de
www.schwarzwaldverein.de
www.wutachschlucht.de
www.jakobuswege-schwarzwald-alb.de
Timetables:
www.v-s-b.de
www.efa-bw.de
www.schwarzwald-tourismus.info
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Source of satisfaction

RELAXING
AND INSPIRING

Nordic walking

Water fun

Family fun
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Winter fun

Spa indulgence
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Active or relaxed –
holiday fun is guaranteed!
In addition to cycling and hiking, the Danube
source region offers countless other activities
to make holidays a real experience. Whether
swimming, golf, spa indulgence, geocaching,
horse riding or simply letting off steam in
one of the playgrounds, varied options await
visitors both young and old in beautiful
natural surrounds.

Nordic walking
Nordic walking is fitness for the body and
soul. Get out and enjoy nature on the many
Nordic walking trails of varying lengths and
difficulty levels, such as the Nordic walking
trail on Buchberg mountain in Donaueschingen.

Water fun
Is there anything more delightful than
plunging into cool water on a hot summer’s
day? Just the refreshment you seek is on offer
at the outdoor swimming pools in Donaueschingen, Hubertshofen and Wolterdingen.
In addition, the beaches at Riedsee lake and
Kirnbergsee lake in Bräunlingen, which is
considered the warmest lake in the Black
Forest, guarantee carefree swimming fun in
natural surrounds. Regardless of whether
summer or winter, you are able to visit
Hüfingen’s aquari family leisure centre and
its attractive saunas all year round. Those who
prefer to spend their free time on the water,

are able to explore the area’s diverse flora and
fauna during an idyllic canoe trip along the
young Danube. Surfers and kiters will also
find the optimal conditions on Riedsee lake in
Hüfingen.

Family fun
Explore the Donaueschingen palace park
during a geocaching tour, a modern treasure
hunt involving challenging puzzles that is fun
for the whole family. Or take the audio
guided tour on your own during a visit to
Hüfingen’s historic listed old town.
The minigolf course in the Donaueschingen
palace park offers family entertainment, and
equestrian facilities in the area allow you
to spend some time with horses during your
holiday.

Pitching, chipping, putting
The 27-hole Öschberghof golf resort is
situated in Donaueschingen on more than
200 hectares of gently rolling parkland.
A spacious practice green with a 3-hole
academy course and terrace tees completes
the offerings and ensures an outstanding
golfing experience.

Winter fun
In winter, snowshoers and cross-country skiers
are able to enjoy beautiful views over the
snowy Baar landscape at altitudes of between
680 m and 940 m. Cross-country skiers can
access up to 38 kilometres of trails of easy to
medium difficulty.

Spa indulgence
Are you looking to relax a little after a day
of activity and to simply unwind? A range of
massages, saunas, swimming pools and more
are on offer at the Öschberghof Spa Hotel and
in the aquari family leisure centre.

Tips
Fishing on Kirnbergsee lake,
Kofenweiher pond and the Danube
Archery:
www.der-waldlaeufer.com
Carriage tours through the Danube
source region
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Arts and culture

Sporting events

Music
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Source of conviviality

RICH IN TRADITIONS
AND ENTERTAINMENT

Customs

Museums

Hospitality
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Entertainment to suit every taste

The emphasis is on customs and conviviality
in the Danube source region! Both the Swabian-Alemannic carnival guilds and the Black
Forest carnival association celebrate from the
day Swabians refer to as “Schmutzigen
Dunnschtig“ through to Ash Wednesday.
The celebrations involve numerous street
carnivals with fools’ trees, parades, plays and
much more. The towns and villages hold a
number of convivial celebrations at the first
sign of spring. Hence the traditional Baar
costumes can be seen on numerous other
occasions besides the carnival, including
during the Feast of Corpus Christi in Hüfingen
and during Kilbig (the traditional folk festival
in Bräunlingen with the “Schätzelemarkt”) in
October. The carnival characters and traditonal Baar costumes can be admired throughout
the year at the guild museum in Donaueschingen and at the carnival exhibition in
Bräunlingen.
Local sporting highlights include the
traditional international S.D. Fürst Joachim zu
Fürstenberg-Gedächtnisturnier horse riding
tournament and the Fürstenberg Polo Cup in
Donaueschingen, as well as the International
Black Forest Marathon in Bräunlingen, which
is one of the most scenic traditional crosscountry races!
Music fans will find listening indulgence and
entertainment at events ranging from the
“Donaueschinger Musiktage”, which is an
important festival of contemporary music, to
Jazz Night, the “Hörba(a)r” music festival, the
Rock ‘n’ Roll City Jamboree, and small but
choice events at a variety of locations, such
as the matinee in the Roman bath ruins in
Hüfingen. Every two years on the last week-

end in August, Bräunlingen becomes the
“Mecca of street art”: jesters, street performers
and musicians travel from all over to turn
the town on its head, spreading nostalgia,
rhythm and high spirits in the idyllic setting
of Zähringer town centre.
Art and culture are brought to life in the
town museums, Biedermann Museum,
Fürstenberg Collections and at the “Regionale”
art exhibition. There are also a great many
special exhibitions featuring international and
local artists as well as the annual Hüfingen
pottery market, which is attended by internationally renowned ceramic artists. The
children and youth museum (Kinder- und
Jugendmuseum) in Donaueschingen has
plenty to offer young guests: they are able to
discover and explore both familiar and new
information from the fields of science and
technology using all five senses. A district
culture pass (Kulturpass) enables discounted
admission to almost all cultural and leisure
facilities in the region.
The way to the heart is through the stomach!
You will be sure to love our region when you
taste all that we have to offer: quaint, trad-

itional pubs and restaurants serving local and
international cuisine invite you to enjoy our
conviviality and good food. Whether you seek
Baden or Black Forest specialities, sweet or
savoury flavours, the delightfully refreshing
beer from the local Fürstenberg brewery or
the Löwenbrauerei, hard liquor, Roman mead
or locally produced rapeseed oil, take advantage of the many rest stops and shopping
facilities to be found at traditional family-run
companies, farm shops and farmers’ markets!

Tips
Please see the town websites for
the event dates
www.donauhallen.de
www.trio-k.de
www.lrasbk.de/kultur/Kulturpass.html
Association of Swabian and
Alemannic carnival guilds
(Vereinigung Schwäbisch-Alemannischer Narrenzünfte): www.vsan.de
Black Forest carnival guild
(Schwarzwälder Narrenvereinigung):
www.schwarzwaelder-narrenvereinigung.de
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Day trips

The Danube source region is the ideal
starting point for great day trips out into the
surrounding area. Countless interesting
attractions in the Black Forest, Lake Constance,
Swabian Jura and nearby Switzerland are
just a short journey away and can easily be
reached by car, bus or train.
2

1

3

The Black Forest Open Air Museum
Vogtsbauernhof (55 km)

1

Europa Park Rust (95 km)

Germany’s highest waterfalls
in Triberg (40 km)
The German Clock Museum
in Furtwangen (30 km)

3

2
The historic old
town of Villingen
(15 km)

4

21
5
Freiburg im Breisgau (60 km)

Lake Titisee (35 km)
Badeparadies
water park

Feldberg (45 km)

7

20
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6

Solemar,
the Narrenschopf
(carnival museum)
in Bad Dürrheim
(10 km)

10
8

4

Lake Schluchsee
(45 km)

9

Blumberg (15 km)
railway
Sauschwänzlebahn

St. Blasien (50 km)

11
Schaffhausen
The Rhine Falls (40 km)

5

6

7

8

The Black Forest

9

Lake Constance
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21
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Hohenzollern Castle (70 km)

Sigmaringen Castle (75 km)

18
17
16

17

16

15

14

Danube Valley and
Monastery Beuron (55 km)

Open-Air Museum
Neuhausen ob Eck (45 km)

The Pfahlbaumuseum
(stilt house museum)
in Unteruhldingen (75 km)

15
13

14

The Old Castle in Meersburg (80 km)

Mainau Flower Island (70 km)
Constance
Sealife (70 km)

12

13

10

The Swabian Jura

11

Switzerland
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How to reach us

Tourist Information Donaueschingen
Kultur, Tourismus und Marketing
Karlstraße 58 · 78166 Donaueschingen
Tel. +49 (0)771 857-221
Fax +49 (0)771 857-228
tourist.info@donaueschingen.de
www.donaueschingen.de

Tourist Information Hüfingen
Informations- und Kulturamt Hüfingen
Hauptstraße 16–18 · 78183 Hüfingen
Tel. +49 (0)771 6009-24
Fax +49 (0)771 6009-22
infoamt@huefingen.de
www.huefingen.de

Tourist Information Bräunlingen
Amt für Tourismus, Kultur und Sport
Kirchstraße 3 · 78199 Bräunlingen
Tel. +49 (0)771 61900
Fax +49 (0)771 603169
touristinfo@braeunlingen.de
www.braeunlingen.de
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